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"Tis my task, O gueon, w0 consider what you have
done on me it I8 lnoymbent to axeculs your
commands You conciliale to me whatever of
power 1 have, my sceptre and Jove You grant
me to st at the tables of the gods und you make
me lord of the storms and (empests.
Thus having sald, whirling the point of his spear,
he struck the hollow mounimin's side: and the
winds, a8 io a formed battallon, rush forth at
every vent and scour over the landg in & hurri-
cane. They press upon the ocean and at once,
east and south, and stormy soutiwest, plough
up the whole deep from (ts lowest bottom and
roll vast billows to the shores. The cries of the
seamen suceeed and the cracking of the cordage.
In an insiant clouds snateh the heavens and day
from the eyes of the Trojans: sable nigot sits
brooding ou the sea, thunder roura tromni pole to
pole, the sky glares witl gpentcd flashes and
all nature threatens them with immediate death.
~Virgil's graphic deacription of Avolua's gorvility
to eruel Juno and a bit of what follows his obedi-
ence of her commands,

HE tornado struck Omaha Sunday at
about 6:50 p. m,, entering at Fifty-
fourth and Center streets, the extremae
southwest, sweaping diagonally across
the city to the northeast, golug over
the bluff at about

spencer steeets, demolishing the Missourl Pacific

roundhouse, leveling the blg trestle work of the

Illinols Central across Carter lake, wrecking some

bulldinges st the Rod and Gun club and vanlshing

The path of the storm reached for & length of
some #lx miles with a width from two to glx blocks
It resulted in 120 deaths, to which should he
added seven in Ralston und eleven In Counell

Bluffs; injured, 8650, not fatally; totally demol-

ighed 660 homes; partially wrecked 1,230 other
homes; eleven churches, eight schools and & num-
per of emall stores and shops; rendered 2,600 per-

gons bomeless and destroyed or damaged property
vaslued &t $5,000,000, on which spproximataly
£500,000 ip tornado insurance was carriad,
Weather Presaged Terrible Storm.
Preceding the storm the weather was cloudy
and unsettled, growing abnormally warm toward
evening with futermittent hail and rain. For hours

the barometsrs showed the lowest regiatration, A

shower of rain, succeeding hall, ushered in the
tempest, and & torrent followed it from a sky of

faint yellowlsh hue, soon deeponing into red with
rising tongues of flames from buildings set afire
by the storm, But a littde while and the raln
censed, nightfall was utterly biack, darkness every-

Wwhere, a8 all electric and gas streat lights went

gil, then the mercury began to fall, and within

en bhour and a half the alr was blting, steadily
growing colder through the night

Thousands of people saw the fatal funnel-ahsped
cloud rise out of the southwest and many watched
it throughout its course. It waa of dull greylsh
color and seemed to emit smoke as It came on it
mission of death. But those who saw It, while,
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perhaps, haunted by the vislon, will never forget
that horrityiog roar accompanying It. It was a
stendliy-gsustained, deep, terrible rumbling like the
grunt of some hideous monster In distress, and it
vibrated with a sort of hum as If keeplong time 1o
ite terrible veloclty. Nearor and nearer (L comes,
more depressing and deadening and slokening the
round. In the epic speech of the Roman poel,
“thunder roura from pole to pole, the sky glarcs
with repeated fashes and all pature threatens thom
wnith Immediate death.”

Personal Kxperiences and Observations.

Some have tried to describe this tornado eloud
ac many greal engines rumbling on abreast to
destroy a city., Remarkable experiences have been
reélated by those who stood and gazod at what they
belioved to be thelr doom.

Many charmed by the glamor, or transafixed by
fear, or bewildered beyond fright, stood stlll and
gazed at the fleeting luferno, while others fled for
refuge to cellars or lay prostrate upon the ground,
snd some of both were taken, and some spared
Cellars did not prove a sure retreatl in every case.
Many became in a twinkling the dark chambers of
death,

The first trace of the tornade within Omaba's
limits was at Fifty-fourth and Cenler streets. From
there it traveled north, veering slightly to the east,
1o Leavenworth street. Thence |t traversad a north-
easterly course Lo Fortléth and Farnam, clearing
ite path as it went, At Fortleth and Faroam it
spread its ominous wings until they stretched from
Forty-second on the west to Thirty-elghth on the
east, and thus arrayed, it tore llke a ravishing
demond down to the north Apparently it had
directed i cour in & wralght line, ceatering
about Fortieth and Forty-firat streets, but suddenly
in & new caprice it veered again a lttie to tho east
and touched its most northern polnt on the west at

saunders
streata,
Wise folk say cyclones and tornadoes, once they
strike a4 lowland, will keep Lo It lnstead of turning
uphill,
That Is only one of the many
Indulge ahout these

school, Forty-firset avenus and Cass
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Wrecks the Homes of Wealth.

In vearing It mounted the beautiful helghts of
Thirty-elghth streat, crowned with costly dwell-
ings, mostly new and built of solld materinl. Into
their midst it dipped as (n flendlah mockery of the
magnificencs puny man had wrought. And it tore
through this region of wealth and beauty as If It
were a cansbreak, burling louses, or parts of
bhousns, high into the alr aud far down the slope
of the hill to the east

But these cruel wings which had spread at For-
tieth and Farnam encompassed that rich row of
grchitectural besuty ranging along Thirty-ninth,
from Faronm north to Davenport, buttressed by
the Joalyn casile

W. A
uerth of Thirty-ninth and Farnam corner, escaped
with but slight damgge, but the red stone home of
H H. Baldrige, the Crofoot resgldence, a massive
frame structure, bullt and once occuped by former
Frealdent H. G. Burt of the Unlon Pacific, the
Rediok place; several others newer and as hand-
some, were cruslly handled In this rampage. Casper
E. Yost's large grey brick at Thirty-ninth and
Davenport wos given a few cursory sinps as the
wind leaped in ghoullsh gleea to wreck the rtowering
turrets of the Joslyn castle

And here about this great estate one catches
a now concaption of the velocity of cyclones. The
Joslyn plage i enclosed with a heavy stoue wall,
surmounted by strong iron fencing, which (s deep
set in the stone, Before the wind this—DLboth stone

Smith's new burnt brick residence, just

(Continued on Page Two.)

oil of fhe Tornads -
dcenes Along the Path of the otorm that Devastal

ed Many
fiundreds of Omaha Homes on Faster dunday Fvening.

— — e ———

’ " e
- A
*| Soulhwest From 38%
and Chicago

Panoramic View
3geh AndWake:]yP Ske

- o
T
o JOAT v 2 10y

T s s e e
JSudge WW Slabaugh's Home
“o'h and Dodge 45, Q

=y
-




